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Executive Summary 

The nursery-greenhouse industry in Connecticut is of substantial 
size and has grown rapidly in recent years. However, few data are 
available that provide a complete picture of the economic charac­
teristics of this industry. The objectives of this study are two-fold: 
1) to determine the income, employment, wage and land use 
characteristics of the wholesale growers of perennials and woody 
ornamentals in Connecticut; 2) to determine the anticipated in­
come and the expected number of people that will be employed 
by the production oriented firms in 1990. 

To obtain the data required to complete these objectives a 
survey was mailed to 501 Connecticut firms. Overall, response to 
the survey resulted in 46 percent of the mailed questionnaires 
being returned. Of the responses, 36 firms actively involved in 
growing woody ornamentals or perennials at the wholesale level 
were selected to represent the industry. The data reported by 
these businesses provide the basis for estimating the economic 
characteristics of the Connecticut industry. 

The following eight points highlight the findings of the 
study. 
• Growers who responded to the survey utilize 4,674 Connecticut 

acres for production purposes; employ 675 full-time, 441 part­
time and 204 seasonal workers. These 36 growers earned $48.8 
million in 1988. 

• Employment needs for the industry, over the 1988-1990 period, 
are expected to increase by 22, 20 and 32 percent in the full­
time, part-time and seasonal categories, respectively. 

• Gross income at the wholesale level is expected to increase by 
13 percent over the 1988-1990 period. 

• The data provided by the respondent firms were used to esti­
mate that the Connecticut industry a) utilizes approximately 
10,225 acres in production; b) employs over 1,400 full-time, 900 
part-time, 400 seasonal and 2,250 full-time equivalent workers; 
and c) earns approximately $106.8 million in 1988. 

• The ten firms in Sales Class IV (income over $1 million) appear 
to be the most significant group of firms. These firms control 
98 percent of the acreage used in production; employ 86 per­
cent of the full-time, 80 percent of the part-time and 59 percent 
of the seasonal employees working in the industry and earn 93 
percent of the income obtained by the 36 firms. 

• Managers in the nursery-greenhouse sector earn, on average, 
between $22,164 and $41,283 per year, depending upon skill 
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level. Non-supervisory clerical workers earn a mean wage of 
$18,058 annually, while supervisory clerical workers are paid 
an average of $31,521 per year. Wages in the industry have in­
creased between 6.7 and 9 percent annually in recent years . 

• The five most significant factors limiting industry growth, in 
order of importance, are labor availability, land availability, 
the ability to hire and develop management, labor quality, and 
environmental regulations. 

• Factors important in establishing prices for plant material are 
ranked as follows: plant quality, inflation, market demand, 
comparison to other growers, and plant size. 
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Economic Characteristics 
Connecticut's general economy is strong with low unemployment, 
per capita income that ranks state residents in the top five nation­
ally, and high levels of construction starts prior to 1987. Econom­
ic factors, such as consumer income and construction starts, have 
been positively correlated with consumer expenditures on nursery 
products (Gineo and Omamo). Increases in consumer expendi­
tures also lead to increases in the wholesale trade of nursery pro­
ducts. Thus, the recent growth and new entry into wholesale pro­
duction can be linked to favorable economic conditions in the 
state. Growth at the wholesale level can be illustrated with recent 
USDA data showing that grower cash receipts in Connecticut 
rose from $44.4 million in 1980 to 98.1 million in 1987. The im­
portance of the nursery-greenhouse sector is noted by the fact 
that in 1987 grower receipts from this sector surpassed those in 
all other agricultural based activities in the state (USDA). 

The rapidly growing nursery-greenhouse sector is a diverse 
one that is comprised of production and service activities related 
to cut flowers, sod, woody ornamentals, annuals, perennials, 
herbs, and bedding plants. In order to assist and fully develop 
this portion of the Connecticut economy, participating firms and 
state policy-makers should be aware of its economic characteris­
tics and growth rates. Currently, limited information on the in­
come earned, amount of land in use, and the number of individu­
als employed in nursery-greenhouse activities is available. Many 
of the industry's firms are involved in multiple activities, that 
may include growing, retailing, and landscape design, mainte­
nance or installation. Thus, to obtain an accurate profile of the 
different sectors of the industry, it is important to isolate each 
portion. The purpose of this study is to provide an accurate de­
scription of the wholesale or grower portion of the nursery­
greenhouse industry'. 

The overall objective of the study is to provide a set of eco­
nomic characteristics that describe several dimensions of the 
woody ornamental and perennial production sectors of the state. 
In completing this objective the study will: I) determine the in­
come, employment, wage and land use characteristics of the 
wholesale growers of perennials and woody ornamentals within 
Connecticut, and 2) determine the anticipated income and the ex­
pected number of people that will be employed by the 
production-oriented firms in 1990. Of primary interest is the 
wholesale value of nursery materials produced, the number of 
persons employed by these firms, wages earned, and the acreage 
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